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Fatal Fire & Explosion Due to Flammable Vapors in Sewer System 

 
The explosion and fire at 15 Craig Street, Quincy yesterday evening was caused by the 
ignition of flammable vapors that entered the home through the sewer system. The vapors 
entered the home through the drains in a little used basement bathroom. 
 
The Quincy Fire Department, Quincy Police Department and State Police investigators 
assigned to the Office of the State Fire Marshal jointly investigated the explosion. 
 
The District 2 Hazardous Materials Response Team responded. Their testing showed 
evidence of flammable vapors in the sewer system but no longer any flammable liquid in the 
sewer water. Without a sample of the liquid to test, the specific flammable liquid cannot be 
identified with 100% certainty. It also makes it difficult to pinpoint the source of the 
flammable liquid. 

 
The Massachusetts Water Resources Authority (MWRA) responded to the scene and is 
working with the Quincy Water and Sewer Department and they are continuing to monitor 
the sewer water. 
 
(You should say something about who is working on determining the source. Ask the 
Sewer Department and MWRA about that. If they find a source then we would work with 
Quincy to file criminal charges.) 


